
A Matter of Perspective

As the School has wrestled with the 
tumult of the COVID-19 pandemic 
over the past 18 months, it has been 
instructive to dip into the history books 
for a little guidance and occasional 
solace. Although calamitous, our recent 
challenges have not been entirely 
without precedent. Most notably, I took 
heart in reading of experiences during 
the 1918 Influenza epidemic. The 
Editorial from the ‘Bromsgrovian’ of the 
time begins:

“Influenza, Spanish Influenza, 
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Staff News
After giving 19 years of service to 
Bromsgrove School, we bade a 
fond farewell to Jacqui Deval-Reed, 
Headmistress of Prep and Pre-Prep. 







Emily Gittoes (Hazeldene 2012-2021) 
and Tilly Giles (Hazeldene 2004-2020) 
completed a skydive on 5th September 
2021 for The Giles’ Trust, a brain 
Tumour charity. We recently spoke to 
them about their experience. 

Tell us more about The Giles’ Trust...
TG: The Giles’ Trust is a charity 
created by my parents, Ashley and Stine 
Giles, to raise money for Brain Tumour 
research and funding for equipment, 
staff training, as well as patient and staff 
welfare. The charity is very close to my 
heart as my mother, Stine, has suffered 
from three Brain Tumours since 2006.

EG: The charity has already done so 
much in a short time, but it knows it 
can do so much more for patients, their 
families and for the experts who are 
continuously seeking new treatments. 

Why did you choose a skydive as a 
means to raise money?
EG: Tilly and I had never skydived 
before, this was our first time! We 
wanted to do this as it is something 
completely out of the ordinary, pushing 
us out of our comfort zone - we felt this 
would also raise the most amount of 
money for the charity as it is something 
many people dream of doing but will 
never have the opportunity or not feel 
safe to do so. We wanted to do 
something spectacular for the charity. 

We raised £1,600 between us all and all 
of the money will go towards research 
and innovation.

What are your future plans?
TG: I’m hoping to do more fundraising 
in the future, I just need to find more 
challenging and exciting ways to do that. 
And next year my parents are running 
their annual ball (which hasn’t been 
able to run since COVID-19 hit).

Do you think any of the Service and 
Community activities you took part in 
at Bromsgrove helped you in these 
charitable endeavours?
EG: I took part in lots of service 
activities - Residential Homes, Prep 
School Reading and Crafting for charity 
so this definitely helped. 

After leaving School, Tilly took a gap 
year due to the pandemic and will now 
commence her Sports Science degree 
at the University of Birmingham. Emily 
is currently studying Geography at the 
same university. 
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‘Proud to Be’

It was wonderful to return to Bromsgrove 
School recently to speak on a topic dear 
to my heart and to give my perspective 
on what I believe is really important in 
the beautiful world we live in.

By reflecting on my life’s journey, talking 
about my heroes, examining the word 
‘Pride’, thinking of our origins, and 
pondering over difference, I 
communicated the importance of 
celebrating, respecting, and 
embracing difference. I related our 
biases, our cultural differences and 
advocated a journey together.

We must acknowledge that the past is 
gone. We can learn from the past, but 
the way forward is together.

The theme of this year’s Black 
History Month is ‘Proud to Be’. Pride 
and to be proud is to feel assured that 
you stand firm on solid ground 
regarding the beliefs, actions, thoughts 
and wellbeing of yourself and others. It 
is to be accountable and to give one’s 
best. It is to accommodate, respect, 
show compassion and empathy. It is to 
reflect on opportunity and 
appreciate that the luck of the dice is 
a reality of privilege. It is to understand 
that diligence, hard work and 
perseverance may fall as casualties if 
the world is unfair.

Many men and women of Pride have 
impacted my life at different times and 
the lives of those I hold dear. In the 
famous book, Roots by Alex Hayley, 
we learned of Kunta Kinte, who was 
sold into slavery in the United States 
where he and his descendants lived 
through major historic events. I remember 
Rosa Parks, who in 1955 refused to 
give up her seat to a white man on a 
bus in Alabama. Her courageous act 
of protest was considered the spark 
that ignited the Civil Rights movement. 
Martin Luther King, in his energising 
speech, “I have a dream”, stated that 
all men are created equal and should 
not be judged by the colour of their skin 
but by their character. Nelson Mandela 
fought against apartheid and was jailed 
for twenty-seven years. He had many 
famous quotes, such as one that speaks 
of the passion to do what is right, the 
perseverance in all we do and to live 
in a way that respects and enhances 
the freedom of others. Barack Obama, 
the first Black American president, was 
definitely a dream come true. 

Acknowledging the essential truth of 
adaptation explains the visible observed 
differences in mankind. God, through 
evolution, gave people in warmer 
climates more melanin than others. As 
a result of our different climates, our 
dressing is also different. The resulting 
vegetation and our foods are also 
different. 

We speak different languages, and our 
cultures and etiquette are different too. 
So, our English may not be Queen’s 
English, but our ability to communicate 
remains sound.

Often due to limited exposure, the 
richness of culture and difference is not 
celebrated, and many are left to use the 
media, innate prejudice, fear, and 
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Gunton
(Academic Staff 1957-1992)
d. 18th June 2021



George Robert Houston
(Gordon 1959-1963)
d. 8th March 2021

刀



Obituaries
OLD BROMSGROVIANS WHO PASSED AWAY IN 2020/21.

Old Bromsgrovians who also died in 2020/21 but for whom we have no obituary: 

John Allan (Gordon 1949-1954)
d. 12 October 2021

Robin Alexander (School/Lyttelton)
d. February 2021

Paul Bryan (Gordon 1953-1958)
d. 27 June 2021

Lionel Cartwright (School 1968-1973)
d. May 2020

Mike Clements (Lupton 1949-1954)
Deceased date not known

Roger Stafford Cooke (Wendron 1956-1961)
d. 16th December 2020

Frank Dunne (Lupton 1960-1965)
Deceased date not known

J. Myles Griffiths (School/Lyttelton 1957-1961)
d. 3 July 2021

Richard Jarvis (Gordon 1950-1956)
d. 23 May 2021

William A. Hodgetts (School 1955-1960)
d. 12 October 2019

Malcolm (David) Miles (Lupton 1951-1959)
d. 6 June 2020

Donald Munro Neil (School 1957-1962)
d. 30 August 2020

David Partridge (Gordon 1934-1938)
d. April 2020

Richard Preece (Gordon 1937-1942)
d. 9 June 2021

Mashiat Sadegh (Elmshurst 1974-1977)
d. March 2021

Richard Sydenham Smith (School 1939-1944)
d. 24 December 2020

Rev. John Withers (Elmshurst 1951-1956)
d. 20 January 2020

John Wood (‘Tony’) (Elmshurst 1945-1949)
d. 18 November 2020
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at’s on at bromsgrove during 2022 AND BEYOND. 

February 2022
2000-2011 Leavers’ Reunion
Saturday, 12th February 2022
Venue: Bromsgrove School
Time: 10.00am - 3.00pm
Rescheduled twice due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, we now hope to be able 
to invite OBs back for the 2000-2011 
Leavers’ Reunion in early 2022. This 
year, we have extended the dates to also 
include 2010 and 2011 leavers. 

March 2022
The Eleventh Annual Foundation Lecture
Thursday, 24th March 2022
Venue: RAC Club, Pall Mall, London
Time: 7.00pm - 9.30pm
We are delighted to see the return of our 
annual Foundation Lecture in March 
2022, with guest speaker Brigadier 
Simon Scott OBE (Wendron-Gordon 
1980-1985). 

May 2022
Appreciation Lunch
Thursday, 12th May 2022
Venue: Bromsgrove School
Donors from the current and last 
academic year and members of the 
Sir Thomas Cookes Legacy Society are 
invited to a special lunch with the 
Headmaster. All eligible Old 
Bromsgrovians, parents and friends of 
the School will be sent invitations in the 
Lent Term.

London Drinks
Date to be confirmed
Old Bromsgrovians are invited to our 
London drinks reception (venue and 
date to be confirmed). Please make sure 
we have an up to date email 
address listed for you on the OB 
database and follow us on social media 
where the event information will be 
posted. 

July 2022
Commemoration Day
Saturday, 2nd July 2022
Venue: Bromsgrove School
Old Bromsgrovians and their families 
are warmly invited to the OB Marquee 
on Lower Charford between 1.00pm and 
5.00pm. Information will be emailed in 
the Summeen ?een
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Higher Education

1. Degree Subject: ___________________________________________      Degree Type (BA, BSc etc): ___________________

Grade: ________________        Year of Graduation: ______________________         Institution: _______________________________________      

College (if applicable): ______________________________________________         City: ______________________________________________

Country: _____________________________________________________________        Please Circle: Undergraduate / Postgraduate /  Further

2. Degree Subject: ___________________________________________      Degree Type (BA, BSc etc): ___________________

Grade: ________________        Year of Graduation: ______________________         Institution: _______________________________________      

College (if applicable): ______________________________________________         City: ______________________________________________

Country: _____________________________________________________________        Please Circle: Undergraduate / Postgraduate /  Further

3. Degree Subject: ___________________________________________      Degree Type (BA, BSc etc): ___________________

Grade: ________________        Year of Graduation: ______________________         Institution: _______________________________________      

College (if applicable): ______________________________________________         City: ______________________________________________

Country: _____________________________________________________________        Please Circle: Undergraduate / Postgraduate /  Further

Occupation Details

Position: ____________________________________________________     Industry:  ___________________________________

Employer’s Name: ____________________________________________      Location:  __________________________________

Events and Communications
Where provided, we will use your email (and occasionally postal address), as given by you, to send you news, invitations and 
information we believe to be of importance to our Alumni. You can opt-in or out of communications yourself by logging on to 
www.bromsgrovians.com. To view a copy of our Alumni Privacy Notice, please visit www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk/PrivacyPolicy

How you can help

There are many ways in which you can help the Alumni Office and School. Please tick the box where relevant. 

I can offer careers advice or insight into university courses

I am happy to offer my services as a speaker on my chosen career/university subject

I can suggest work placement or recruitment opportunities

You can pass my contact details and occupation to the School Careers Department

I would like information about leaving a legacy

I have pledged a legacy to the School

Data Protection Statement: All data is held securely and in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and the Data Protection Act 2018. Your details will not 
be passed to external organisations or used for any purpose other than promoting the welfare of The School. Please note that core data, which is in the public domain and consists 
of your name/s, your year of admission, your House, your year of leaving and a photo, if you have uploaded one, is automatically made available to other alumni on the OB database. 
You can change any of these settings at any time to make your data visible or not visible to other alumni - just visit www.bromsgrovians.com 

Please detatch and complete this form in CAPITALS, and then post it to: 
Bromsgrovian Office, Bromsgrove School, Worcester Road, Bromsgrove, Worcs. B61 7DU.  
Or email: oldbromsgrovians@bromsgrove-school.co.uk 
If you require more than one form, you can download additional copies from www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk/bromsgrove-alumni
You can also update your own details instantly by logging on to www.bromsgrovians.com


